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[1st reading: Isaiah 2:1–5] 
[Psalm: Psalm 122] 
[2nd reading: Romans 13:11–14] 
[Gospel: Matthew 24:36–44] 
[Liturgical date: Advent 1A]  
[Location: USNA] 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ.  Amen. 

Connecting with our past is not always a bad thing.  For example, the 

call to worship that we used today, Psalm 122, connects in a very personal 

way for me.  The funny thing, however, is that for many years I had no idea 

that it was scriptural; I thought it was just a children’s song. 

When I was relatively young, younger than Maggie Rose is now; 

probably kindergarten or first grade; my pastor was Rev. Robert Elliot in 

Gastonia, NC.  Each week, Pastor Elliot would gather up all the children 

from the congregation for a children’s sermon, and sit us down right here in 

front of the Superintendent.  Before his message he would lead us in a 

song based on Psalm 122 that I can still hear ringing in my ears many 

years later:  

I was glad / I was glad 

I was glad when they said to me 

Let us go / let us go 

Go to the house of the Lord 

Sadly, Pastor Elliot died about 30 years ago, but his influence in my 

life lives on.  Looking back and reflecting on his influence in my life helps 

me to remember why I am here and what is important.  It also helps me to 

appreciate the future that is ahead of me, looking forward to the hopes and 

possibilities that are there. 
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Advent is a very unique season of the year.  We face the temptation 

to continually look back and only focus on the cute Baby Jesus lying in a 

manger and not look forward.  However, our readings and the focus of the 

season of Advent does glance back, but our primary focus is on the future.  

This season is a reminder that we stand in the “already” and the “not yet” 

simultaneously.  Our experience in the Navy, Marine Corps and Coast 

Guard helps us to temper the temptation to only look back or only look 

forward.  Instead, through the experience of wearing the cloth of our nation 

we look back while preparing for lies ahead. 

Day in and day out, around the clock and around the world, Sailors, 

Marines, and Coast Guardsmen focus on readiness.  As a matter of fact, 

the motto of the Coast Guard centers around readiness, Semper Paratus, 

Always Ready.  Our focus is on combat readiness, physical readiness, 

operational readiness, etc.  Our equipment, our weapons systems, and our 

personnel are all constantly maintained, constantly trained, and constantly 

drilled.  We are preparing for an event that we hope will never come 

although we are quite certain that our services will be called on again and 

again by our nation.  We never know the day and we never know the hour, 

but we know that we will be called upon and we know that we will be ready. 

Sailors, Marines, and Coast Guardsmen all consider their past in 

order to plan for their future.  If we do not consider our past then we have 

no clue about our future, and we will not be ready when called upon.  If all 

we do is sit back and polish our medals and focus on the past, ignoring our 

future we will also not be ready when called upon.  But, when we consider 

our past and our lessons learned, learning from others and their 
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experience, then we will be Semper Paratus, Always Ready when we are 

called on – no matter what, no matter when, no matter how – we are ready. 

As Christians, Advent forces us into that same model, Semper 

Paratus.  We consider our past and reflect on it in order to prepare for our 

future.  We realize that we cannot take any day for granted.  Each day, 

each hour, each minute is a blessing from God, to be treasured and 

cherished.  Each day, each hour, each minute, however, is also that much 

closer to our Lord’s return in glory, also to be treasured and cherished.  For 

now, though, we are called to a status of readiness.  We are ready to serve 

as called upon now by God, and we are ready for our Lord’s return in glory.  

We are constantly ready for an event that we not only hope will come and 

come soon, we know by faith that it will. 

Sadly, most people approach readiness less than ideally.  I have 

seen a significant number of Sailors (not quite as many Marines – just 

sayin’) who two weeks before their physical readiness test begin to 

prepare.  That is the point that they begin to work out, to run and get ready 

for the physical readiness test, or worse yet they belong to what we call the 

“Three Mile Per Year Club.”  The Three Mile Per Year Club are those who 

run 1.5 miles in the fall and 1.5 miles in the spring, and nothing more.  That 

is not really readiness; it is much more like a “Hail Mary.” (Insert one very 

enthusiastic “Amen” from Chaplain Carter – our Command Fitness Leader 

for the chaplains). 

Even more sadly, I have seen many in the faith that seem to 

approach their relationship with God the same way.  They don’t really take 

their relationship with God seriously, nor do they take their calling by God in 

their life very seriously.  Instead, we tend to view God like some genie in a 
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bottle who is only there to do our bidding.  We only care about God so far 

as how it benefits me personally, and don’t take our relationship with God 

very seriously until our waning days of life – effectively the spiritual three 

mile per year club. 

What would it be like if instead of that model we approached our life 

of faith much closer to what the psalmist does, “I was glad when they said 

to me, let us go to the house of the Lord.”  Imagine, actually being happy to 

be invited to worship, happy to be called to serve in our Lord’s name, 

happy to be in fellowship with fellow believers.  It is almost like someone 

who is happy to be invited to participate in PEP (the Physical Exercise 

Program for Plebes during Plebe Summer). 

John the Baptist announced, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has 

come near.”1  But, Jesus announced the exact same message, “Repent, for 

the kingdom of heaven has come near.”2  Jesus went on to extol his 

disciples to proclaim the same message.3  Note that neither John the 

Baptist or Jesus announced that the kingdom “might” come near or that we 

hope that “someday” it will come near.  No, instead, they specifically and 

intentionally announced that it has come near and among us.  What this 

means for us is that we stand in a time present in God’s kingdom now, with 

much more to come.  But, we cannot forget about the gift of God’s kingdom 

that is with us now – I was glad when they said to me, let us go to the 

house of the Lord.  Don’t forget, God’s kingdom is present now also – not 

                                           
1 Matthew 3:2 

2 Matthew 4:17 

3 Matthew 10:7 
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just in the past and not just the future.  We stand in the kingdom in the here 

and now. 

The beautiful thing is that we have been invited to fully participate in 

that kingdom, the kingdom now preparing for the kingdom in the future.  

Being part of the kingdom now is drilling, training and preparing for the 

kingdom to come.  It is not some crash course or all-nighter before the final 

exam.  Instead, it is a loving and continuous relationship in the kingdom 

now with God and God’s people, having life in God and life abundantly both 

now and in the age to come. 

The bottom line is that we do not nor can we know the day or the 

hour of our Lord’s return in glory, but readiness is continuously being ready.  

We are ready through being fed and nourished through God’s holy word, 

through fellowship with God’s people, and through his holy meal.  Our 

readiness is also continuously encouraging others to be part of this 

kingdom with us.  Our readiness is recognizing for ourselves, our 

community, and all others that God’s kingdom exists both now and in the 

future. 

I, for one, am very glad every time they say to me, “let us go to the 

house of the Lord.”  For I am always ready, Semper Paratus, to spend time 

with God. 


